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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Haverton  Hill, 
September,  1948. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Sixth  Annual  Report. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  is  good,  but  the 
infantile  mortality  remains  as  for  the  past  25  years  — very 
high. 

Billingham  fortunately  escaped  any  serious  incidence  of 
poliomyelitis  and  the  total  of  infectious  disease  was  much 
lower  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  diphtheria  immunisation  scheme  has  continued  in 
full  operation,  although  there  is  still  a need  for  more  boosting 
doses,  especially  in  school  children.  The  total  number  of 
children  immunised  has  increased  slightly  and  there  are  now 
67  per  cent  of  children  under  five  years  and  94  per  cent  of 
school  children  immunised. 

Four  hundred  and  nine  expectant  mothers  attended  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  538  babies  were  born  in  the  area. 
During  the  year  211  infants  and  307  children  aged  one  to 
five  years  were  brought  to  the  Billingham  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  while  104  infants  and  197  children  (1-5  years)  attended 
the  Clinic  at  Haverton  Hill. 

During  the  year,  18,299  bottles  of  concentrated  orange 
juice,  5,452  bottles  of  cod  liver  oil  compound  and  1,192  packets 
of  vitamins  (A  and  D tablets)  were  distributed  amongst 
2,150  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  some  540  expectant 
mothers. 
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At  the  Birth  Control  and  Post  Natal  Climes  there  were 
205  attendances,  an  increase  of  16  for  the  previous  year  and 
an  increase  of  61  compared  with  the  year  1945.  The  Ultra 
Violet  Ray  Clinic  attendances  fell  slightly  from  4,170  in  1946 
to  3; 671  in  1947. 

In  the  autumn  there  was  a mass  miniature  radiography 
survey  which  called  forth  a good  response  from  the  general 
public.  Under  1.5  per  cent  of  persons  were  referred  to  the 
Dispensary. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  their  help  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. I wish  also  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Staff  of  the 
Health  Department  for  their  help  and  loyal  support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  R.  BENHAM, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 
OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 


Staff : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

Lai  age  R.  Benham,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

A.  H.  Rushworth,  C.R.S.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: 

II.  Durkin,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.I. 

Clerks : 

G.  W.  Nickolls,  R.  Ingram,  A.  Smith  and  D.  M. 
Crossland. 


Population. 

According  to  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  the  resident  population  of  the  area  is  estimated  at 
22,800.  The  following  figures  are  calculated  on  a population 
of  23,000. 


Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  recorded  during  this  year  was 
538.  comprising  272  males  and  266  females.  This  gives  a birth 
rate  of  23.39. 

Still  births  numbered  18  (14  males  and  4 females)  making 
a still  birth  rate  of  32  per  1,000  total  births. 


Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  226,  being  139  males 
and  87  females.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  9.8  and  of  this  the 
largest  incidence  was  from : — 
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Male 

Female  Total 

Heart  Disease  

37 

21 

58 

Cancer  

14 

13 

27 

Pneumonia  

17 

6 

23 

Bronchitis  

15 

5 

20 

Intra-cranial  vascular 

lesions  ...  

9 

8 

17 

Tuberculosis  

3 

7 

10 

During  the  year  there  were  28  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age,  17  males  and  11  females;  this  gives  an  infan- 
tile death  rate  of  52  per  1,000  live  births.  Of  the  28  infants 
who  died  11  were  premature  or  twin  births,  8 died  with 
broncho  pneumonia,  2 with  gastro  enteritis,  6 from  congenital 
deformity  or  birth  injury  and  one  with  cerebro  spinal 
meningitis. 


Comparison  of  Infantile  Death  Rates. 

Billingham  52.  England  and  Wales  41. 


The  Billingham  rate  of  52  is  eight  higher  than  last  year 
and  eleven  higher  than  the  rate  of  England  and  Wales. 


The  following  table  shows  the  infantile  deaths  for  the 
live  years  from  1943  to  1947  in  Wards,  together  with  the 
percentage  in  each  Ward,  also  the  percentage  of  births : — 


Ward 

Total  Deaths 
1943—1947 

Per  cent. 
Deaths 

Per  cent. 
Births 

Haverton  Hill  North  .... 

64 

44.7 

28 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

33 

23.1 

28 

Chilton’s 

22 

15.3 

23 

Port  Clarence  ... 

9 

6.4 

5 

Haverton  Hill  South  ... 

8 

5.6 

9 

Cowpen  Bewley 

2 

1.4 

1 

Wolviston 

4 

2.8 

6 

Unknown 

1 

.7 

— 

Totals 

143 

100.0 

100 

During  the  past  five  years  slightly  under  half  the  total 
infantile  deaths  (44.7%)  occurred  in  Haverton  Hill  North 
Ward,  St.  Cuthbert’s  being  next  with  23.1%  of  the  deaths  and 
then  Chilton’s  with  15.3%. 
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A table  showing  the  infantile  deaths  is  given  below : — 


Disease 

One 

day  or  | 
under  | 

1 week 

or 

under 

1 month 

or 

under 

Under 

one 

year 

Total 

Prematurity  

5 

4 

— 

~ — 

9 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

— 

10 

10 

Cardiac  Failure 
Anencephalic 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Monster  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

C.S.  Meningitis 
Stenosis  of 

— i 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Oesophagus  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pyloric  Stenosis 
Cerebral 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Haemorrhage  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Marasmus  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Prolonged  Labour  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  ... 

7 

6 

1 

14 

28 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

A total  of  323  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year.  This  was  229  fewer  than  the  figure  of  552 
notifications  received  during  the  year  1946. 

Separate  figures  are  given  below,  corresponding  figures 
for  1946  being  included  for  comparison : — 


Disease 

1946 

1947 

Diphtheria 

19 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

54 

105 

Measles  .... 

288 

108 

Pneumonia 

23 

23 

Scabies  .... 

88 

28 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

64 

12 

Erysipelas 

5 

11 

Meningitis 

4 

7 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

7 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

3 

Dysentery 

5 

3 

C.S.  Fever 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

1 

Totals 

552 

323 

During  the  year  one  child  died  from  scarlet  fever  and 
one  from  measles. 
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Although  13  cases  were  notified  there  was  actually  only 
2 cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  whole  twelve  months,  both 
children.  One  of  these  had  refused  to  be  immunised.  In  1942 
before  the  immunisation  scheme  was  in  operation  there  were 
73  notifications  of  diphtheria. 

During  the  summer  epidemic,  there  were  2 cases  of 
poliomyelitis,  one  man  and  one  chlid,  although  there  were 
7 cases  notified  on  suspicion.  Billingham  was  extremely 
fortunate  in  not  having  a heavier  incidence. 


Vital  Statistics. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  sup- 
plied by  the  Registrar  General : — 


Births. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

264 

256 

520 

Illegitimate 

8 

10 

18 

272 

266 

538  - 

a birth  rate  of 
23.39  per  1,000. 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

13 

4 

17 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths. 

14 

4 

18  = 

a still  birth  rate 
of  32  per  1,000 
births. 

139 

Infantile  Deaths. 

87 

226  = 

a death  rate  of 
9.8  per  1,000. 

17 

11 

28  - 

an  infantile  death 

rate  of  52  per 
1,000  live  births. 
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Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis  Nil 

From  other  causes Nil 


Causes  of  Death. 


Tuberculosis  — Pulmonary 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  

Scarlet  Fever  

Cancer  of  Buc  Cav  and  Oesophagus 
(M),  Uterus  (F)  

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

Diabetes  

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 
Heart  Disease  

Other  Disorders  of  Circulatory 

System  

Influenza  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Other  respiratory  diseases  

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

Appendicitis  

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

Nephritis  

Measles  

Prematurity  

Congenital  Maladies,  birth  injuries 
and  infantile  diseases  

Suicide  

Road  Traffic  Accidents ... 

Other  violent  causes  

All  other  causes  


Male  Female  Total 


3 7 10 

2—2 

— 1 1 

— 33 

5 27 

9 8 17 

1 1 2 

9 8 17 

37  21  58 

4 5 9 

1 — 1 

15  5 20 

17  6 23 

3 25 

2 2 4 

2—2 
1 1 2 

— 22 

2 1 3 

1 — 1 

4 5 9 

4 2 6 

2—2 
1 — 1 

6 1 7 

8 4 12 


139  87 


226 
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Tuberculosis. 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  new  notifica- 
tions, pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  reported  in  the  different  age  groups : — 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Period 
years 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

fMales 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 - 1 

1 - 4 

5 - 14 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

III 

l l l 

— 

— 

15  - 24 

5 

7 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

25  - 34 

1 

3 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

35  - 44 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45  - 54 

55  - 65 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

12 

13 

6 

2 

3 

7 

— 

— 

The  above  table  shows  a total  of  33  notifications 
received  during  the  year  as  against  28  for  1946.  Deaths  total 
10,  a decrease  of  6 on  last  year. 

The  number  of  new  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis was  25.  This  is  an  increase  of  5 on  the  1946  figures. 
The  highest  incidence  is  in  the  15  to  24  and  25  to  34  age 
groups,  12  and  4 respectively. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis— -New  Cases. 


Age  period 

1947 

1946 

1 - 4 

1 

5 - 14 

3 

— 

15  - 24 

12 

8 

25  - 34 

4 

8 

35  - 44 

3 

3 

45  - 54 

2 

1 

55  - 65 

— 

— 

Totals 

25 

20 

11 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following-  figures  show  the  number  of  children  im- 
munised in  the  groups  0 to  4 and  5 to  15  years  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1947. 

0 to  4 years,  of  2,154  children — 1,436  immunised=67%. 

5 to  15  years,  of  3,717  children — 3,494  immunised=:94%. 

Out  of  a total  of  5,871  children  the  percentage  immunised 
is  84. 

In  addition  a total  of  3,735  children  have  received  a third 
or  boosting  dose  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  giving  a per- 
centage of  63.6. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  doses  given 
to  children  during  the  year,  together  with  the  places  where 
the  immunisation  was  carried  out : — 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Totals 

C.VV.C.  and  Nurseries. 

237 

188 

105 

21 

551 

Schools  

29 

33 

139 

292 

493 

Surgeries  

114 

100 

44 

3 

261 

Homes  

155 

169 

124 

8 

456 

Totals  ... 

535 

490 

412 

324 

1 

1761 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Children. 

During  the  year  six  notifications  of  diphtheria  in  children 
were  received.  All  were  admitted  into  hospital  and  were 
discharged  with  final  diagnoses  as  follows : — 

Diphtheria  2 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Tonsillitis  2 

Catarrhal  Laryngitis  1 

All  the  children  had  been  immunised  with  the  exception 

of  one  diagnosed  as  diphtheria.  The  parents  of  this  child 
refused  to  have  her  protected. 
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Scabies. 

The  Hostel  Treatment  Centre,  Haverton  Hill,  remained 
open  throughout  the  year  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  and 
verminous  conditions.  The  Centre  was  open  one  morning 
session,  four  afternoons  and  four  evening  sessions  weekly, 
excluding  holidays. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  and  the  treatment  given 
fell  considerably  this  year. 


The  highest  number  of  treatments  was  recorded  in 
January  (163)  and  the  lowest  period  was  September. 


The  number  of  persons  treated  per  annum  has  dropped 
to  less  than  half,  after  being  approximately  380  for  the  pre- 
vious three  years.  There  are  very  few  gross  infections  or 
badly  neglected  cases  now  being  encountered. 


The  following  tables  are  given  as  a matter  of  interest : — 


Cases 

Cases  Treated 

Treatments 

1947 

Noti- 

Treat- 

Prim- 

Con- 

Total 

Scab- 

Impet- 

Ver- 

Total 

fied 

ed 

ary 

tacts 

ies 

igo 

min 

January 

5 

32 

8 

24 

32 

80 

83 

... 

163 

February  — 

7 

3 

4 

7 

16 

19 

2 

37 

March 

6 

28 

8 

20 

28 

57 

20 

77 

April 

1 

21 

■ 7 

14 

21 

36 

16 

52 

May 

4 

15 

4 

11 

15 

17 

9 

3 

29 

June 

1 

9 

4 

5 

9 

8 

1 

8 

17 

July 

3 

28 

8 

20 

28 

54 

8 

62 

August 

1 

7 

2 

5 

7 

15 

15 

September  • • • 

October 

3 

8 

4 

4 

8 

13 

11 

24 

November  ... 

3 

7 

2 

5 

7 

18 

5 

23 

December  .. 

1 

4 

1 

3 

4 

12 

10 

22 

Totals  ... 

28 

166 

51 

115 

166 

326 

174 

21 

521 

1 
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1947 

Persons  suffering  from  Scabies 
and/or  Impetigo 

Adult 

School 

Children 

Under 

5 years 

Total 

January 

9 

15 

8 

32 

February 

4 

3 

— 

7 

March 

6 

17 

5 

28 

April 

6 

9 

6 

21 

May 

5 

6 

4 

15 

June 

1 

7 

1 

9 

July 

8 

12 

8 

28 

August 

2 

1 

• 4 

7 

September  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

October 

3 

3 

2 

8 

November  ... 

1 

5 

1 

7 

December  . . . 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Totals 

45 

82 

39 

166 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 

The  population  of  Billingham  is  largely  a young  popula- 
tion and  with  the  variety  of  works  in  the  area  forms  a com- 
pact and  interesting  group  for  a mass  miniature  radiography 
survey. 

In  October,  1947,  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Unit  on  loan 
to  Durham  County  Council  was  made  available  to  the  I.C.I. 
Ltd.,  and  the  general  public  of  Billingham.  There  was  a 
delay  of  about  two  years  in  getting  the  Unit  to  Billingham, 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  trouble  in  finding  suitable  premises. 
Eventually  an  I.C.I.  house  was  made  available.  It  had  been 
used  as  the  Estate  Office  during  the  war  and  before  being 
reinstated  as  a house  for  private  occupation  the  I.C.I.  kindly 
made  it  over  to  the  Unit  for  two  and  a half  months.  It  was 
a small  house  but  conveniently  situated  opposite  the  I.C.I. 
main  offices  and  close  to  The  Green  and  the  intersection  of 
all  bus  routes. 

Operations  began  on  the  1st  October  and  ended  on  the 
19th  December,  1947.  X-Ray  of  I.C.I.  employees  occupied  the 
first  few  weeks,  but  from  the  21st  October  evening  sessions 
were  held  for  the  general  public  and  from  the  17th  November 
to  the  12th  December  both  daytime  and  evening  sessions. 
The  last  week  was  occupied  with  large  films  and  clerical  work. 
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Lack  of  knowledge  and  apathy  are  always  big  obstacles 
in  the  operation  of  any  scheme.  It  was  soon  realised  that  an 
appointment  system  would  be  necessary  to  avoid- irregular  and 
spasmodic  attendances  at  the  Unit.  Four  canvassers  were 
engaged  to  try  and  overcome  all  of  these  difficulties.  They 
were  keen  and  interested  and  went  from  door  to  door  with 
information  slips,  appointment  forms  and  explanatory  leaflets. 
Quite  a number  of  people  were  out  so  leaflets  were  left  in 
the  letter-box,  but  the  canvassers  did  two  rounds,  and  were 
most  successful  on  the  whole. 

The  various  works  in  the  area  were  anxious  to  participate 
but  even  the  Shipyard  with  nearly  3,000  workers  had  to  be 
left  for  another  visit  as  the  Unit  was  booked  to  go  to  West 
Hartlepool  on  the  20th  December. 

However,  though  time  was  short  general  public  sessions 
were  highly  successful  as  shown  by  the  figures  : — ' 

1.  Survey  extended  from  1st  October  to  19th  December, 

1947. 

2.  10,746  Miniature  films  were  taken  — 7,870  l.C.L 

employees  (7  weeks)  and  2,876  general  public 
(5  weeks). 

3/  514  recalls,  but  only  73  referred  to  Dispensary. 

4.  7,733  men  and  3,013  women  were  X-rayed. 

School  leavers  came  in  groups  escorted  by  teachers  at 
the  end  of  the  school  day.  This  proved  most  convenient  as 
public  sessions  tended  to  be  crowded  in  the  early  part  of  the 
afternoon.  Housewives  generally  preferred  an  appointment  in 
the  late  morning  or  early  afternoon. 

With  the  willing  co-operation  of  the  teachers  messages 
were  sent  to  the  parents,  very  few  of  whom  refused  consent, 
and  the  children  were  escorted  to  the  Unit  immediately  after 
school  hours.  Many  of  the  teachers  came  at  the  same  time 
and  were  X-rayed  between  batches  of  children.  Two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  school  children  were  X-rayed  — 120  boys 
and  117  girls.  Three  boys  and  five  girls  were  recalled  for 
large  films  and  two  were  referred  to  the  Dispensary. 

Billingham  showed  itself  an  enlightened  community  in 
the  matter  of  recalls.  When  attending  for  large  films  they 
brought  along  the  rest  of  the  family  either  for  a miniature 
or  a large  film  if  the  whole  family  had  not  already  been 
X-rayed. 
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Propaganda. 

The  methods  employed  to  encourage  people  to  attend 
were : — 

(a)  Distribution  of  handbills  giving  details  of  the  ses- 
sions and  short  summary  of  the  object  and  opera- 
tion of  the  survey. 

(b)  Personal  visits  to  all  houses  by  canvassers  who 
helped  to  fill  in  information  slips  and  made  appoint- 
mants.  The  date  and  time  were  written  on  the  slips. 

(c)  N.A.P.T.  leaflets  describing  the  object  of  the  sur- 
vey were  distributed  by  the  canvassers. 

(d)  Cinema  slides  were  shown  throughout  the  stay  of 
the  Unit,  and  an  N.A.P.T.  film  on  Mass  Radio- 
graphy supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Information 
was  also  shown  free  of  charge  through  the  kind- 
ness of  the  managers  of  the  cinemas. 

(e)  Advertisements  in  the  local  newspapers  were  in- 
serted weekly. 

(f)  Window  display  cards  were  shown  and  handbills 
distributed  through  the  kindness  of  local  shop- 
keepers. 

(g)  Child  Welfare  Centres  also  organised  displays, 
distributed  leaflets  and  assisted  in  making  appoint- 
ments. 

For  the  next  survey  use  could  be  made  of  the  Ministry  of 
Information  van  with  a loud  speaker.  If  possible,  a central 
kiosk  with  a voluntary  helper  near  the  Unit  and  near  the 
shopping  centre  to  distribute  leaflets,  give  information  and 
make  appointments,  would  be  most  helpful. 

The  use  of  canvassers  and  the  system  of  block  appoint- 
ments, thirty  every  fifteen  minutes,  proved  a great  help  and 
more  regular  and  larger  daily  totals  of  attendances  were 
obtained  than  previously  with  public  sessions. 

Much  time  was  saved  by  having  information  slips  filled 
in  before  examinees  entered  the  premises.  The  canvassers 
helped  with  these  and  it  was  always  done  in  the  works  and 
schools.  Details  of  the  routine  of  undressing  should  be  ex- 
plained to  women  so  that  they  come  suitably  dressed  in  skirt 
and  juniper,  without  necklaces,  hair  grips  and  long  boned 
corsets.  Special  appointments  were  made  for  those  needing 
privacy,  e.g.,  those  suffering  from  deformity,  obesity,  alopecia 
and  psoriasis,  etc. 
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At  first  evening  sessions  were  overcrowded.  Appoint- 
ments were  not  well  kept,  most  coming  far  too  early  and 
people  from  neighbouring  towns  gate  crashed.  This  straight- 
ened out  as  soon  as  the  day  sessions  started  and  I think  it 
best  to  arrange  for  the  general  public  to  have  a separate 
week  with  both  day  and  evening  sessions  next  time. 

The  premises  consisted  of  two  principal  rooms  down- 
stairs which  were  used  for  (1)  undressing  and  filling  in  of 
cards  (2)  X-ray  room  with  a very  small  room  beyond  used 
for  dressing.  A separate  entrance  and  exit  and  one-way  traffic 
were  assured  by  the  use  of  partitions,  but  although  excellent 
work  was  done  the  space  was  inadequate  and  cramped,  chiefly 
for  waiting,  undressing  and  for  dressing.  Twelve  people  man- 
aged to  stand  in  the  hall  waiting',  twelve  more  undressed  and 
gave  information  slips  and  additional  particulars  to  three 
or  four  clerks  at  a small  table,  had  chest  measurements  taken 
when  lined  up  outside  the  X-ray  room,  then  filed  through  for 
the  actual  photograph  stripped  to  the  waist,  carrying  their 
clothing  on  the  left  arm  and  their  numbered  cards  in  the 
right  hand.  Clothes  were  laid  on  the  small  table  while  the 
examinee  stepped  on  to  the  machine.  In  the  dressing  room 
there  was  only  sufficient  room  for  four  persons,  so  unless 
these  were  quick  there  were  delays  and  checks  in  the  flow 
of  examinees. 

Upstairs  the  space  was  also  somewhat  inadequate.  There 
was  no  separate  projection  room  and  doctor’s  room,  but  the 
staff  being  adaptable  and  good  tempered,  managed  extremely 
well  in  their  cramped  quarters,  consisting  of  one  dark  room, 
one  small  room  for  two  of  the  clerks  and  a combined  room 
for  the  radiologist  and  radiographer,  typists  and  for  pro- 
jection. 


Recommendations  and  Comments. 

(1)  It  is  important  to  have  early  and  definite  know- 
ledge of  exact  dates  of  the  survey  for  both  the 
beginning  and  the  ending.  This  helps  planning  and 
enables  printing  and  various  other  arrangements 
for  propoganda  to  be  made  well  in  advance  and  for 
even  spacing  of  appointments. 

(2)  Personal  canvass  with  a system  of  appointments 
is  advisable  as  daily  totals  fluctuate  much  less 
widely  and  a better  total  is  achieved  than  when 
the  attendance  of  the  general  public  is  left  to 
chance. 
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(3)  Evening  sessions  are  better  attended  by  the  general 
public  than  day-time  sessions,  and  it  would  be 
advisable  to  have  two  evening  sessions  each  week 
throughout  the  survey.  Monday  morning  and  Fri- 
day afternoon  sessions  are  not  well  attended. 

(4)  School  leavers  and  other  small  groups  can  with 
advantage  be  given  appointments  towards  the  end 
of  morning  and  afternoon  sessions,  preferably 
straight  after  school  for  scholars.  Teachers  can 
with  advantage  attend  with  scholars. 

(5)  Appointments  are  best  made  from  the  Unit.  Can- 
vassers should  attend  there  daily  at  about  4-30  p.m. 
to  check  vacancies,  appointments  kept  and  missed, 
and  to  arrange  for  revisit  of  persons  who  have 
missed  appointments,  and  for  the  spacing  of 
appointments. 

(6)  It  is  important  to  have  grouping  of  the  sexes  and 
quicker  working  is  possible  if  hourly  groups  are 
arranged,  but  with  more  time  for  women  than 
men. 

More  than  twice  as  many  women  attend  the 
general  public  sessions,  the  men  being  largely 
fitted  in  in  industrial  groups. 

(7)  Slight  overbooking  is  advisable,  e.g.  100  persons 
attended  when  120  appointments  were  made. 
Appointments  should  be  at  the  rate  of  25  to  30  in 
fifteen  minutes. 

(8)  Adequate  heating  and  especially  plenty  of  fresh  air 
are  essential  in  the  downstairs  rooms  which  are 
apt  to  get  rather  stuffy,  i.e.  dressing  and  X-ray 
rooms. 

(9)  Privacy  and  space  are  important  in  the  dressing 
room.  Privacy  is  especially  needed  for  the  taking  of 
particulars  from  examinees.  With  adequate  space 
and  a form  for  a short  queue  before  the  X-ray 
room,  dressing  cubicles  should  be  possible.  Full 
staff  is  essential  — three  of  four  clerks  (for  taking 
particulars)  at  separate  screened  desks,  and  a 
marshall  to  supervise  the  flow  of  examinees. 

(10)  Suitable  waiting  accommodation  is  essential  and 
must  be  large  enough  to  hold  at  least  30  persons. 
vSeating  and  heating  should  be  provided.  The  gen- 
eral tendency  is  for  people  not  to  keep  appoint- 
ments exactly,  but  to  come  early.  Very  few  come 
late, 
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(11)  Works  and  schools  should  be  done  early  in  the  sur- 
vey if  possible.  When  there  was  time  groups  of 
scholars  and  others  were  shown  round  the  Unit. 
Thus  a little  free  propoganda  at  home  was  obtained. 
Husbands  often  helped  to  overcome  the  inertia  of 
their  wives  and  families  after  they  had  actual  know- 
ledge of  the  working  of  the  Unit. 

(12)  Reports  were  sent  in  every  case,  whether  clear  or 
otherwise.  The  all-clear  cards  were  greatly  apprec- 
iated and  were  well  worth  the  extra  clerical  work 
involved. 

(13)  Numbered  baskets  (trays  with  long  handles)  and 
hooks  in  the  X-ray  rooms  and  dressing  cubicles 
would  be  useful  for  the  clothes  and  belongings  of 
the  examinees. 

(14)  Chest  covers  for  women  need  to  be  large,  and 
preferably  gay  and  brightly  coloured. 

(15)  Toilet  facilities  for  the  public  would  be  an  advan- 
tage. 

(16)  Medical  reports  of  patients  attending  clinics  could 
with  advantage  be  sent  to  medical  officers  of  ante 
natal  clinics,  to  medical  officers  and  tuberculosis 
officers  of  local  dispensaries  and  to  industrial  medi- 
call  officers  as  well  as  reports  of  school  children  to 
school  medical  officers.  Consent  for  these  could  be 
obtained  from  examinees  when  they  attend  for 
large  films. 


The  following  tables  show  (1)  total  miniatures  and  large 
films  taken  throughout  the  survey,  (2)  attendances  of  the 
general  public,  schools,  etc.,  and  large  films : — 


Miniatures 

Large  Films 

Dispensary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

I.C.I.,  Ltd 

6836 

1034 

326 

31 

56 

3 

Dorman,  Long,  Ltd.  ... 

16 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

British  Oxygen,  Ltd.  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

N.E.S.C.O. , Ltd. 

34 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Davy  United,  Ltd. 
British  Titan  Products, 

57 

3 

” 

Ltd 

Durham  County  Health 

36 

26 

1 

1 

” 

Dept 

— 

16 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Billingham  U.D.C. 

8 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

General  Public  ... 

616 

1806 

46 

96 

1 

9 

Schools 

120 

117 

3 

5 

1 

1 

Police 

10 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Totals 

7733 

3013 

381 

133 

59 

14 

19 


No.  of  miniature  films  , 10,746 

No.  of  large  films  514 

No.  of  dispensary  films  73 

No.  of  active  T.B.  cases  found  ...  12 

No.  of  quiescent  cases  found  ...  ...  24 

No.  of  cases  not  yet  diagnosed  ...  5 

No.  of  cases  other  than  T.B 2 

No.  who  did  not  attend  dispensary  30 


73 


No.  referred  to  doctor  for  chest 
conditions  other  than  T.B 377 

No.  recalled  for  technical  fault 

(38  M.  26  W.) 64 

Abnormality  needing  no  action  ...  621 


Pleural  Abnormal 
Thickening  Heart  Misc.  Total 


I.C.I.  Ltd. 

Men 

209 

37 

194 

440 

Women 

12 

4 

21 

37 

Gen.  Public 

Men 

11 

6 

21 

38 

Women 

25 

17 

50 

92 

Schools 

Males 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Females 

— 

— 

3 

3 

N.E.S.C.O. 

Men 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Dorman’s  Ltd. 

Men 

1 

— 

— 

1 

B.  Titan 

Female 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Davy  United 

Men 

2 

1 

2 

5 

262  65  294  621 
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The  Nursery,  Tame  Street,  Haverton  Hill. 

Since  the  Nursery  was  first  instituted  in  May,  1942,  Mrs, 
Murray,  the  Matron,  has  been  in  charge. 

A table  showing  the  attendances  is  given  below 


Days 

Open 

Total 

attendance 

Daily 

average 

Daily 

maximum 

January  

25 

593 

23.7 

28 

February  

24 

477 

19.9 

26 

March  

26 

462 

17.8 

25 

April  

23 

464 

20.2 

24 

May  

24 

544 

22.7 

27 

June  

25 

611 

24.4 

30 

July  

27 

696 

25.8 

34 

August  

21 

590 

28 

34 

September  

22 

696 

31.6 

36 

October  

23 

671 

29.2 

33 

November  

20 

584 

29.2 

35 

December  

21 

567 

27 

31 

Attendances  have  been  well  maintained  and  the  health 
of  the  children  has  been  good.  All  are  medically  inspected 
each  week,  weighed  each  month  and  are  medically  examined 
each  quarter. 

Billingham  Urban  District  Nursing  Association. 

This  is  a voluntary  organisation  administered  by  a local 
Commitee  and  supported  by  voluntary  contributions.  Work- 
men in  the  area  allow  approximately  a half-penny  per  week 
to  be  deducted  from  their  wages,  and  this  provides  the  bulk 
of  the  income  of  the  Association. 

The  staff  consists  of  three  fully  trained  sisters,  one  of 
whom  acts  as  sister-in-charge. 

During  the  year  the  Association’s  nursing  sisters  attended 
276  cases,  involving  6,984  visits.  The  number  of  new  cases 
attended  during  the  year  was  249,  which  is  a reduction  of 
177  on  the  previous  twelve  months,  though  the  number  of 
visits  having  to  be  made  to  such  patients  was  only  307  less, 
being  6,984  as  against  7,291. 

Nurses’  homes  are  provided  at  51,  Bedale  Avenue, 
Billingham,  and  1,  Cedar  Terrace,  Port  Clarence,  and  each 
have  a telephone.  Residents  in  Billingham,  Haverton  Hill 
Port  Clarence,  Cowpen  Bewley  and  part  of  Wolviston  total- 
ling approximately  23,000  are  catered  for  by  the  Association. 

Equipment,  such  as  bed  pans,  back  rests,  waterproof 
sheeting,  etc.,  in  addition  to  five  invalid  carriages  and  a spinal 
carriage,  is  provided  free  on  loan  to  those  residents  needing 
the  use  of  same. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  medical,  sur- 
gical and  casual  visits  made  during  the  year.  Most  of  these 
are  in  Billingham,  this  being  the  residential  area : — 


Month 

Medical 

| Surgical 

Casual 

Total 

January  

344 

253 

2 

599 

February  

393 

304 

9 

706 

March  

374 

323 

2 

699 

April  

276 

332 

11 

619 

May  ... 

420 

181 

11 

612 

June  

375 

156 

7 

538 

July  

326 

250 

8 

584 

August  

245 

235 

4 

484 

September  

388 

259 

3 

650 

October  ...  

310 

247 

10 

567 

November  

242 

243 

5 

490 

December  

276 

157 

3 

436 

Totals  ... 

3969  1 

2940 

75 

6984 

The  location  of  the  cases  treated,  the  number  of  new 
cases  sent  in  by  doctors,  and  those  received  from  other  sources 
are  shown  in  the  following  table.  A few  accidents  were  treated 
but  these  were  included  under  the  heading  “other  sources”. 


Port 

Clarence 

Haver- 

ton 

Hill 

Billing- 

ham 

Sent  by 
Doctors 

Other 

sources 

1 Total 

new 

cases 

January 

206 

49 

344 

24 

3 

27 

February 

114 

92 

500 

29 

2 

31 

March  

126 

117 

456 

24 

1 

25 

April  

160 

84 

375 

17 

1 

18 

May  

45 

182 

385 

19 

1 

20 

June  

76 

116 

346 

14 

2 

16 

July  

47 

133 

404 

19 

2 

21 

August  

56 

74 

354 

18 

1 

19 

September 

65 

71 

514 

16 

2 

18 

October 

93 

65 

409 

18 

— 

18 

November 

88 

61 

336 

16 

— 

16 

December 

76 

55 

302 

20 

— 

20 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1947 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

HAVERTON  HILL, 
July,  1948. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Twenty-second  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  of  my  department.  Reviewed  briefly,  the 
report  indicates  that  general  inspections  were  well  main- 
tained, further  progress  made  with  regard  to  slum  property, 
and  consideration  given  to  overcrowding.  The  repair  of 
property  is  still  confined  to  really  essential  work  so  as  not 
to  divert  labour  and  materials  from  the  building  of  new 
houses,  and  the  demolition  of  slum  property  is  retarded  by 
the  shortage  of  houses  for  families  who  would  need  re- 
housing. There  appears  also  to  be  an  increasing  interest  in 
the  problem  of  smoke  abatement  which  is  an  indication  that 
people  are  becoming  “smoke”  conscious  and  that  they  are 
not  prepared  to  accept  as  inevitable  the  evils  of  a polluted 
atmosphere  so  often  taken  for  granted  in  industrial  areas. 

« 

I wish  now  to  express  sincere  appreciation  to  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
interest  and  support  in  all  public  health  matters  and,  in  con- 
clusion, I wish  to  acknowledge  the  willing  assistance  given 
by  the  members  of  my  staff  who  have  a keen  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  department. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  AND  OTHER 

DETAILS 


Dwelling-houses,  under  Public  Health  Act 189 

„ under  Infectious  Diseases  55 

„ and  Schools  disinfected 137 

Works  in  progress  45 

Premises  under  notice  122 

Overcrowding  18 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises  25 

Scabies  Centre  78 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits 62 

Complaints  investigated  519 

Water  supply  14 

Drains  tested  or  inspected  262 

Stables  and  piggeries  1 

Offensive  accumulations 7 

Fried  fish  shops  3 

Tents,  vans,  sheds  ...  1 

Factories  and  workplaces  11 

Bakehouses  9 

Theatres  and  places  of  entertainment 1 

Refuse  collection  53 

Refuse  disposal  47 

Rats  and  mice  90 

Smoke  observations  132 

Shops  51 

Schools  3 

Public  baths  5 

Samples  of  Public  Baths  water  obtained 1 

Farms  6 

Salvage  7 

Hutments  (“Squatters”)  33 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits  23 

Scavenging  2 

Slaughterhouses  2 

Butchers’  “making-up”  places  12 

Meat  and  other  foods  135 

Cowsheds  28 

Dairies  and  milkshops  14 

Ice  cream  premises  7 

Restaurants  and  canteens  9 

Street  vendors  and  hawkers’  carts  2 

Water  samples  obtained 3 

Interviews  244 

Dustbins  480 

Allotments  2 
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NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  NOTICES 

Informal  notices  served 496 

„ „ complied  with ...  450 

„ „ outstanding  from  previous  year 

complied  with 18 

Statutory  notices  served 

„ „ complied  with  — 

SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  DEFECTS 

REMEDIED 

HOUSES 


Defective  roofs  ...  26 

„ eavesgutters  and  fallpipes 31 

„ plasterwork  8 

„ ceilings  5 

„ floors  3 

„ window  frames  1 

, yard  surfaces  3 

„ yard  walls  3 

,,  sink  waste  pipes  1 

„ water  pipes  and  water  taps 9 

,,  doors  5 

„ cords  to  windows 4 

„ main  walls  3 

„ ranges  2 

,,  chimneys  3 

WATER  CLOSETS 

Defective  water  pipes  ...  11 

„ cisterns  1 

„ pedestals  44 

„ seats  1 

„ plasterwork  1 

„ roofs  2 

„ doors  3 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

Dustbins  provided  or  renewed  480 

Blocked  drains  and  sink  waste  pipes  cleared  182 

Drains  relaid  or  reconstructed  3 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  4 

Verminous  premises  disinfested  19 

Books  disinfected  126 
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HOUSING 

The  housing  question  continues  to  be  a difficult  one  in  all 
aspects.  The  provision  of  new  houses,  which  is  the  solution 
to  the  problem,  has  been  very  slow  and  since  the  end  of  the 
war  only  96  permanent  houses  have  been  erected  with  an 
additional  100  prefabricated  bungalows.  The  repair  of  exist- 
ing houses  has  been  confined  to  essential  work  so  as  not  to 
divert  labour  and  materials  from  the  building  of  new  houses. 
The  time  is  rapidly  approaching,  however,  when  more  con- 
sideration will  have  to  be  given  to  the  older  type  of  houses 
as  they  have  been  seriously  neglected  since  1939,  although 
the  cost  of  repair  work,  which  has  increased  tremendously, 
will  create  difficulties  against  thorough  reconditioning  of  old 
property.  However,  some  progress  is  being  made  with  regard 
to  the  demolition  of  old  property  and  I submitted  a further 
clearance  scheme  in  respect  of  42  houses  in  Pearl  Street, 
Sweethills.  The  matter  was  under  review  at  the  year  end. 
Similar  to  many  other  local  authorities,  the  Council  have 
the  vexed  problem  of  “squatters”  to  deal  with  as  a number 
of  families  moved  into  a vacated  military  camp  in  August, 
1946.  The  camp  was  very  badly  situated  being  low-lying  and 
water-logged  and  the  drainage  facilities  extremely  poor.  In 
fact,  sullage  was  pumped  into  an  adjoining  beck,  with  very 
little  flow,  creating  a serious  nuisance.  My  recommendations 
were  that  the  Council  should  not  take  over  the  camp  unless 
the  wooden  huts  could  be  removed  to  a more  suitable  position 
and  this  arrangement  was  eventually  agreed  upon.  The  huts 
are  in  process  of  being  demolished  and  re-erected  at  the 
back  of  an  existing  housing  estate  and  are  provided  with 
suitable  brick  foundations  and  the  usual  amenities  such  as 
W.C.,  gas,  water,  electric  light  and  cooking  facilities. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 
A.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  155 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  256 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  67 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  67 
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3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  previous  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  155 

B.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 109 

C.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rend- 
ered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(i)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(i)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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D.  Housing  Act,  1936  — Part  IV  — Overcrowding. 

For  obvious  reasons  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
relief  of  overcrowding.  A detailed  report  on  the  overcrowding- 
situation  was  submitted  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the 
following  being  the  salient  points  : — 

(a)  The  number  of  houses  occupied  by  more  than  one 

family  but  not  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  895 

(b)  The  number  of  overcrowded  houses  occupied  by 

more  than  one  family  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

(c)  The  number  of  houses  occupied  by  single  families 

that  are  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 
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From  the  above  information  it  will  be  seen  that  statutory 
overcrowding  is  not  very  serious  and  the  real  housing  needs 
of  the  district  are  indicated  in  (a)  which  shows  the  number 
of  houses  occupied  by  more  than  one  family  but  not  over- 
crowded. A total  of  5,302  houses  were  visited  and  the  total 
of  (a),  (b)  and(c),  namely  1,045,  indicates  that  nearly  one- 
fifth  of  the  families  in  the  area  were  living  in  unsatisfactory 
conditions  at  the  time  of  the  survey.  The  report  was  care- 
fully considered  by  the  Housing  Committee  and  some  of  the 
more  serious  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  relieved. 
Overcrowding  as  a whole  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  the 
provision  of  more  houses. 

WATER. 

Water  is  supplied  throughout  the  area  by  the  Tees  Valley 
Water  Board,  which  is  a good  and  soft  supply  and  of  un- 
restricted quantity  apart  from  the  Wolviston  area  where  the 
pressure  at  times  is  insufficient.  A scheme  has  been  approved 
for  dealing  with  this  matter  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  necessary 
work  will  be  carried  out  in  the  following  year.  A sample  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Analyst  gave  the  following  results: — 


a 

“ Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

Parts  per  100,000 
1.3000 

“ Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
“Ammonia 

.0371 

.0025 

“ Albuminoid  Ammonia 

.0070 

“ Oxygen  Absorption 
“Injurious  Metals 

.2400 

None 

“ Total  Solid  Matter  dried  @ 100°C 

19.0000 
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Temporary  Hardness  ...  6.4  degrees 
Permanent  Hardness  ...  3.8  „ 


“Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale  ...  19 

“Appearance  of  sample  in  2 foot  tube  ...  Not  quite  bright 
“ Odour  when  heated  to  50°C  None 


Microscopical  Examination. 

Very  small  deposit  from  | gallon,  consisting  of  earthy 
“ matter,  vegetable  debris,  fungus  growths  and  some  micro- 
“ organisms. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

“ Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

@ 37°C  after  72  hours 4 per  ml. 

“ Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

@ 20-22°C  after  72  hours  ...  ...  7 per  ml. 

‘‘Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @ 37°C  after  j Positive  in  100  ml. 

72  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ( Negative  in  90  ml. 

“Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @ 45°C  ...  Negative  in  40  ml. 


Observations. 

The  sample  is  free  from  any  indication  of  contamina- 
“ tion  by  undesirable  drainage,  and  the  matters  detailed  under 
“ the  microscopical  examination  have  no  hygienic  significance, 
“ consequently  the  supply  represented  by  this  sample  is  of 
“ good  and  wholesome  quality  for  human  consumption. 

“ (Sgd.)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK.” 


The  Engineer  and  General  Manager  of  the  Tees  Valley 
Water  Board  has  informed  me  that  8 bacteriological  samples 
of  raw  water  were  examined  each  month  and  the  water 
is  examined  as  it  leaves  the  treatment  works  and  also  at 
points  in  the  area.  Approximately  70  samples  per  month  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  which  proved  satis- 
factory. The  water  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action 
and  it  is  purified  by  slow  sand  filters  followed  by  treatment 
with  ammonia  and  chlorine.  Water  which  has  been  standing 
in  open  service  reservoirs  is  also  treated  with  ammonia  and 
chlorine  before  passing  into  distribution. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  the  year  negotiations  have  continued  regarding 
the  proposed  additional  sewerage  facilities  north  of  Billing- 
ham  station.  Final  details  of  the  scheme  have  yet  to  be 
settled  but  there  is  a possibility  that  a start  will  be  made 
with  the  work  during  the  following  year.  By  this  scheme 
a considerable  area  of  land  will  be  made  available  for  build- 
ing purposes. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

The  number  and  type  of  conveniences  attached  to  private 
houses  and  shops  is  given  below : — 

Privies  153 

Water  Closets  5,741 

The  possibility  of  obtaining*  sanction  to  the  conversion 
of  privy  middens  at  Wolviston  is  being  pursued  and  I sub- 
mitted a comprehensive  report  on  the  matter  to  support  a 
further  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  There  seems 
to  be  a reasonable  hope  that  permission  will  be  given  for 
the  work  to  be  carried  out  next  year. 


Public  Cleansing. 

Detailed  reports  on  refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  the 
salvage  of  waste  materials  are  attached  to  this  report. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  five  bakehouses  in  the  area  which  are  well 
conducted.  During  the  year  one  business  was  transferred  to 
other  premises  and  a new  bakehouse  erected  to  give  better 
facilities. 


Shops. 

There  has  not  been  much  change  regarding  conditions 
applicable  to  shops  as  rationing  is  still  in  operation  and  many 
shopkeepers  are  closing  before  the  fixed  times.  Until  rationing 
is  abolished  and  an  element  of  competition  introduced,  con- 
ditions wfill  remain  much  the  same. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  established  in  the  area. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

A.  Milk  Supply. 

The  “appointed”  day  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk 
and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  has  not  yet  been  fixed  and  the  super- 
vision of  production  and  distribution  of  milk  remains  under 
existing  divided  control. 

The  undermentioned  licences  have  been  granted  for  the 
sale  of  graded  milk  in  the  area : — 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  milk 3 

“Accredited”  milk  — 

“Pasteurised”  milk  3 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  persons  and 
premises  registered : — 

Register  of  farms  and  other  places  used  as  dairies  28 

Register  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  10 

Register  of  cowkeepers,  dairymen  and  wholesale 
purveyors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

During  the  last  few  years  a gradual  but  important  change 
has  occurred  in  the  milk  industry  in  your  area.  In  1938  there 
were  49  retail  purveyors ; to-day  there  are  10  only.  This  means 
that  many  of  the  small  retailers  have  been  absorbed  by  the 
large  firms  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  approximately  95%  of 
milk  sold  in  the  area  is  now  supplied  by  4 firms.  This  change 
is  very  important  from  the  public  health  aspect  because, 
except  for  a small  amount  of  tuberculin-tested  milk,  these 
supplies  are  pasteurised.  This  process  reduces  the  risk  of  the 
possibility  of  milk-borne  infection,  particularly  bovine  tuber- 
culosis. Before  the  war,  much  of  the  milk  was  produced  on 
nearby  farms,  and  deliveries  were  made  twice  daily.  Now, 
milk  bought  by  the  big  firms,  is  brought  from  widely  sep- 
arated farms,  bulked,  pasteurised  and  a once-daily  delivery 
made.  There  is  no  pasteurising  plant  in  the  area  which  seems 
to  indicate  that  milk  is  becoming  “big  business”.  Obviously, 
milk  can  be  treated  more  efficiently  and  cheaply  in  the  large 
plants  with  adequate  staff  to  work  and  control  the  process. 

B.  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  war-time  arrangement  whereby  the  Ministry  of 
Food  is  responsible  for  the  slaughtering  of  all  livestock,  still 
operates.  Centralised  slaughtering  perhaps  will  remain  after 
rationing  is  no  longer  necessary,  but  if  meat  is  to  be  delivered 
in  better  condition  to  the  shops,  slaughterhouses  and  methods 
of  conveyance  will  have  to  be  improved.  During  the  year 
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exception  was  taken  to  the  manner  in  which  meat  was  being 
distributed  to  the  shops.  The  vehicle  used  for  the  purpose  is  a 
large  box  van  which  is  mostly  stacked  to  capacity.  The  meat 
is  unavoidably  handled  too  much  with  the  possibility  of  con- 
tamination from  loaders’  footwear  after  contact  with  the 
roads  and  footpaths.  Some  improvement  has  been  made  by 
the  provision  of  loose  duck-boards,  additional  overalls  and  an 
extra  soap  allocation.  Much  depends  on  the  human  element 
and  doing  the  same  job  continuously  tends  to  create  a certain 
amount  of  carelessness.  Attention  has  been  given  to  the  pre- 
paration of  foodstuffs  and  during  the  hot  weather  a circular 
was  sent  out  to  all  food  shops  enclosing  a notice  to  act  as  a 
reminder  of  the  need  for  washing  the  hands  after  using  the 
toilet.  It  is  now  pleasing  to  observe  that  there  is  a tendency 
to  provide  hot  water  by  means  of  gas  water  heaters  of  the 
instananeous  type.  I would  like  to  see  something  of  this  kind 
in  every  shop.  Foodstuffs  in  general  have  received  attention 
and  the  following  is  a list  of  articles  condemned  during  the 
year : — 


Macaroni 

28 

lbs. 

Prunes  ...  

25 

lbs. 

Cod  

6 

sts. 

Prawns  

33 

lbs. 

Dried  Milk  Powder 

45 

lbs. 

Ham  ■...,  

3 

lbs. 

Imported  Beef 

435 

lbs. 

Miscellaneous  foodstuffs 

235 

tins. 

C.  Adulteration. 

Eighteen  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  obtained  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical  analyses.  All 
were  of  genuine  quality. 

D.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

All  chemical  work  is  done  by  the  Public  Analyst  and 
milk  samples  are  done  under  the  National  Advisory  and  Milk 
Testing  scheme. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

The  public  baths,  owned  by  the  Council,  have  been  effic- 
iently maintained.  Water  is  purified  by  high  pressure  filters 
with  the  addition  of  alum  soda  and  chlorine.  A bacteriological 
report  by  the  Public  Analyst  is  given  below : — 


/ 
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“ Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
“ @ 3 7°C  after  72  hours  ...  ...  ...  4 per  ml. 

“ Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
“ @ 20-22°C  after  72  hours  ...  ...  6 per  ml. 

“ Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @ 37°C  after 
“ 72  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Negative  in  100  ml. 

“ Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @ 44°C  in  40 
“ ml.,  after  48  hours  ...  ...  ...  Negative 

“ Free  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.1  part  per  million 


The  sample  has  been  effectively  chlorinated  and  it  is  of 
“ satisfactory  quality  for  Bath  water. 

“ (Sgd.)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK.” 


The  extent  to  which  the  facilities  are  made  use  of  is 
shown  by  the  details  given  below : — 


1946 

1947 

General  Public 

78,350 

58,730 

Members  of  H.M.  Forces 

935 

689 

Use  of  Slipper  Baths  ... 

884 

1,324 

Private  Sessions 

536 

533 

Although  the  summer  of  1947  was  very  good  with  a 
long  period  of  warm  weather,  the  number  of  bathers  using 
the  pool  showed  a reduction  of  nearly  20,000  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  the  cause  but 
two  reasons  might  be  advanced  — (1)  the  infantile  paralysis 
‘"scare”;  (2)  reduced  spending  power.  Whilst  the  latter  sug- 
gestion may  be  largely  conjective,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  public  were  warned  against  using  public  baths  during 
the  outbreak  of  infantile  paralysis.  It  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  this  advice  helped  to  reduce  the  outbreak  as  no 
evidence  was  produced  which  even  remotely  connected  the 
spread  of  the  disease  with  swimming  baths.  It  could  be  argued 
that  healthy  exercise  provided  by  swimming  would  be  bene- 
ficial in  building  up  resistance  to  disease. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Undoubtedly  atmospheric  pollution  is  the  most  serious 
problem  concerning  your  area,  particularly  the  Belasis  Lane 
and  Haverton  Hill  district.  The  nuisance  is  referred  to  in 
general  terms  as  the  “Dust,  Grit  and  Fumes  Nuisance’”  and 
emanates  from  a large  chemical  works  where  various  indust  - 
rial processes  are  in  continuous  operation.  The  very  size  of 
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the  works  and  the  diverse  processes  carried  on  make  the 
problem  very  difficult  to  solve.  For  over  twenty  years  the 
Council  have  pressed  the  Company  to  abate  the  nuisances  and 
as  a result,  much  costly  apparatus  has  been  installed  which 
has  considerably  reduced  the  various  emissions.  Nevertheless, 
after  making  every  allowance  for  all  the  efforts  made  to 
cope  with  the  matter,  a very  serious  nuisance  exists  in  the 
Haverton  Hill  area.  With  a south-west  wind  conditions  are 
intolerable  and  when  houses  are  again  in  good  supply  people 
are  certain  to  move  out  of  the  affected  area.  Close  contact 
with  Works  Officials  has  been  maintained  and  reports  made 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  measures  taken,  or  pro- 
posed, to  reduce  the  several  emissions.  To  obtain  data  of 
the  actual  amount  of  solid  matter  deposited,  four  standard 
deposit  gauges  were  erected  at  suitable  points.  During  four 
months  exposure,  the  following  results  expressed  in  tons  pet- 
square  mile,  were  obtained  : — 


Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Belasis  Lane 

373.53 

161.20 

321.15 

183.21 

Council  Offices 

76.60 

65.98 

123.63 

— 

23,  Seaton  Terrace... 

66.13 

50.17 

110.24 

60.66 

Alhusens  Works 

18.61 

31.69 

82.33 

63.46 

Fluctuation  in  the  monthly  deposit  is  probably  influenced 
by  wind  direction  as  north  and  east  is  from  the  sea  and  open 
country.  These  figures  serve  to  illustrate  the  situation  so 
far  as  solid  emissions  are  concerned  and  indicate,  in  some 
measure,  the  conditions  with  which  people  in  this  area  have 
to  contend.  A list  of  the  source  of  the  principal  emissions, 
with  notes  regarding  the  steps  taken  to  reduce  the  nuisance, 
is  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Pulverised  Fuel  Boilers.  These  boilers,  14  in  number, 
are  fitted  with  “Modave”  dedusters  and  spray  equip- 
ment which  remove  from  the  gases  a very  considerable 
amount  of  dust  and  grit. 

(2)  Chain  Grate  Boilers.  There  are  2 boilers  of  this  kind 
which  are  not  fitted  with  apparatus  for  dust  and  grit 
removal.  Cyclones  are  being  considered  which  should 
control  emissions  from  this  point.  The  amount  of  dust 
and  grit  from  these  boilers  can  only  be  small  compared 
with  the  pulverised  fuel  boilers  on  account  of  the  very 
large  difference  in  coal  consumption. 

(3)  Cement  Works.  The  position  here  is  unaltered,  that  is, 
two  kilns  working  with  dust  emission  controlled  by  a 
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cyclone  on  each  kiln  and  an  electrostatic  precipitator 
fitted  after  the  cyclones.  A second  precipitator  is  in 
course  of  erection  blit  delay  in  delivery  of  electrical 
equipment  will  retard  completion. 

(4)  Coke  Ovens.  When  rebuilt  some  four  years  ago,  the 
latest  improvements  to  prevent  emissions,  such  as 
double  collecting  gas  mains,  were  installed.  The  Firm 
is  of  the  opinion  that  these  coke  ovens  are  as  free 
from  nuisance  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them. 

(5)  Water  Gas  Plant.  Ash  emission  from  the  generators 
is  controlled  by  cyclones  of  uncertain  efficiency.  The 
difficulty  appears  not  to  be  in  building  an  efficient  cyc- 
lone but  rather  one  which  will  remain  effective  during 
the  full  period  the  generator  is  in  operation. 

(6)  C.C.F.  Plant.  Conditions  on  this  plant  remain  the  same, 
with  the  emission  of  large  volumes  of  steam  containing 
some  dust.  The  Firm  is  waiting  for  delivery  of  an 
experimental  new  type  washer. 

(7)  Nitro-chalk  Plant.  Additional  equipment  has  been 
fitted  to  this  plant  and  emissions  are  now  well  con- 
trolled. 

(8)  Anhydrite  Dust.  Some  improvement  has  been  effected 
by  sheeting  in  the  bunkers  on  the  crushing  plant. 

(9)  Amines  Plant.  The  smell  from  this  small  pilot  plant  is 
particularly  offensive  but  the  matter  has  been  kept 
under  careful  observation  and  the  plant  manager  con- 
tacted on  the  least  sign  of  trouble.  Apart  from  in- 
frequent occasions  due  to  some  mishap,  the  nuisance 
has  been  reasonably  well  controlled. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Details  of  infectious  diseases  are  given  in  the  report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  FTealth.  Routine  enquiries  were  made, 
patients  removed  to  hospital  and  the  premises  disinfected. 
Library  books  (126)  from  infected  homes  were  disinfected 
before  being  returned  into  circulation.  Disinfectant  is  issued 
free  of  charge  and  is  available  in  various  parts  of  the  area. 
During  the  year  1,348  bottles  were  issued. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 

Appropriate  steps  were  taken  to  deal  with  infestations 
of  rats  and  mice.  Complaints  were  few  and  of  a minor  char- 
acter involving  26  premises  and  requiring  90  inspections.  The 
result  was  65  rats  destroyed  with  the  certainty  that  this 
number  would  be  exceeded  on  account  of  poison  bait  taken. 
The  cost  of  the  work  for  the  year  including  labour  and 
materials  was  £6  19s.  lOd. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

The  following  is  a list  of  complaints  received  regarding 
verminous  premises : — 

Bugs  Beetles  Total 

Council  houses  2 3 5 

Other  houses  ...  ...  9 6 15 
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D.D.T.  in  either  liquid  or  powder  form  used  in  all  cases 
has  proved  effective  in  controlling  infestations. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

From  the  time  the  N.F.S.  handed  over  the  Ambulance 
Service  to  the  Council  the  ambulances  were  combined  with 
the  Civil  Defence  Ambulance  Service.  When  the  latter  scheme 
was  discontinued  a difficult  staff  problem  was  created.  Before 
the  war  the  ambulances  were  operated  by  the  Fire  Brigade 
with  personnel  always  available  and  the  cost  was  not  exces- 
sive, but  to  run  a separate  service  with  adequate  staff  would 
be  prohibitive.  In  view  of  the  impending  transfer  of  functions 
under  the  new  Health  Act,  two  drivers  and  one  attendant 
were  employed.  These  men  have  given  good  service  and 
during  the  year  dealt  with  the  following  number  of  cases : — 


Illness  ...  ...  ...  ...  324 

Works  accidents  ...  ...  45 

Road  accidents  10 

Home  accidents  ...  ...  19 

Maternity  Cases  ...  ...  47 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


446 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND 
DISPOSAL  FOR  1947/48 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

HAVERTON  HILL, 

July,  1948. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Seventeenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  in  respect 
of  the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1948.  Salvage  of 
waste  materials  is  still  carried  out  and  details  of  same  are 
given  in  Appendix  II. 

The  service  has  continued  on  the  usual  lines  with  a once 
weekly  collection  of  household  refuse,  salvage  being  col- 
lected at  the  same  time  apart  from  special  collections  from 
factories,  etc.  Various  details  of  the  service  are  given  under 
appropriate  headings. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Manual  Labour 


The  number  of  men  employed  and  the  nature  of  their  em- 
ployment is  as  follows  : — 


Foreman 

Refuse  collection  and  the  sal- 


1 


vage  of  waste  materials  ... 
Refuse  disposal 
Drivers 


16 

1 

•3 


21 
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The  average  age  of  men  employed  is  47.  During  the  past 
two  years  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  recruit  a younger 
and  able-bodied  type  of  man  for  this  particular  work. 
Although  the  intention  may  be  g'ood,  I am  by  no  means  sure 
that  the  desired  object  has  been  achieved  as  some  of  the 
younger  men  are  not  such  willing  workers  as  older  men 
who  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  Council  for  a considerable 
number  of  years.  Service  conditions  have  been  further  im- 
proved by  giving  the  men  two  weeks  annual  holiday  in  place 
of  one  week.  By  the  nature  of  the  work,  the  proportion  of 
manual  work  as  distinct  from  mechanical  aids,  is  very  high 
and  wages  absorbed  86.52%  of  the  total  cost  of  the  service 
as  against  85.7%  for  last  year.  It  will  be  noted  that  sick  pay 
has  decreased  considerably  and  absenteeism  also  shows  a 
decrease.  This  is  all  to  the  good  as  it  is  very  difficult  to 
keep  to  a fixed  time  schedule  for  collection  if  men  are  fre- 
quently absent.  Details  are  given  below  with  last  year’s 
fig'ures  in  brackets  for  comparison 


Sick  Pay— Full 

Sick  Pay— Half 

Absence 

Days 

Amount 

Days 

Amount 

Days 

174 

£109-1-11 

43i 

£20-6-9 

62 

(258) 

(£210-18-2) 

(634) 

| (£25-4-2) 

(134) 

Vehicles 

There  has  been  a further  improvement  in  this  section 
by  the  replacement  of  No.  2 freighter  bought  in  1930.  The 
position  regarding  vehicles  is  that  two  are  practically  new, 
being  bought  in  1946  and  1947  respectively,  with  the  oldest 
one  dating  to  December,  1939.  The  new  vehicles  certainly 
have  been  a great  help  in  providing  a reasonable  service  and 
they  have  also  a better  appearance  on  the  streets.  Oper- 
ating details  compared  with  last  year,  are  given  in  the  follow- 
ing tables. 
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RELIABILITY 


Vehicle 

Possible  No. 

of  hours 

1 No.  of  hours 

lost  for 

. 

repairs 

Percentage  of 

hours  worked 

*No.  2 

533 

(2185) 

42* 

(72) 

92.03 

(96.67) 

No.  3 

2376i 

38 

98.4 

(2382) 

(77) 

(96.77) 

No.  4 

2380i 

544 

97.72 

(1909) 

(4) 

(99.97) 

fNo.  5 

1845  ^ 

84 

99.54 

^Scrapped — June,  1947. 
fNew — June,  1947. 


RUNNING  COSTS 


Vehicle 

Total 

Cost 

Drivers’ 

Wages 

Insur-  | 
ances  and 
Licenses 

Petrol 

Oil  and 
Grease 

Mainten- 
ance and 
Repairs 

Clothing 

Etc. 

No.  2 

87-15-1 

(440-16-10) 

65-3-3 

(265-2-9) 

* 16-5-0 
(37-1-0) 

20-7-10 
x (93- 

7-5-6 

6-6) 

11-3-6 

(44-13-1) 

(13-6) 

No.  3 

528-13-8 

(513-12-6) 

321-4-1 
j (3H-13-10) 

45-0-8 

(44-15-7) 

91-8-10 
x (111- 

5-18-3 

18-11) 

59-3-6 

(41-10-8) 

5-18-4 

(13-6) 

No.  4 

502-19-8 

1(412-14-5) 

303-13-4 

(295-11-5) 

45-0-8 

(72-11-5) 

84-13-1 
x (64- 

3-18-6 

18-0) 

59-15-9 

(15-0-1) 

5-18-4 

(13-6) 

No.  5 

427-7-2 

246-7-10 

72-6-7 

62-11-4 

2-19-8 

37-3-5 

5-18-4 

^Refund  £16  /S/0. 

x Combined  totals  of  petrol,  oil  and  grease  for  1946/47. 
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NUMBER  AND  WEIGHT  OF  LOADS  REMOVED 


Vehicle 

No.  of  Loads 

Removed. 

Weight  per 

Load. 

Total 

Weight. 

No.  2 

179 

(732) 

T.  C.  Q. 

2 8 1 
(2  8 1) 

T.  C.  Q. 

431  16  3 
(1765  19  0) 

No.  3 

659 

(676) 

2 18  1 
(2  18  1) 

1919  6 3 
(1968  17  0) 

No.  4 

795 

(619) 

2 10  1 
(2  10  1) 

1997  8 3 
(1555  4 3) 

No.  5 

627 

2 10  1 

1575  6 3 

Totals 

2260 

(2027) 

5923  19  0 
(5635  0 2) 

1 

Night  Soil 

100 

| (100) 

IS  0 
(15  0) 

75  0 0 
| (75  0 0) 

Grand  Totals 

2360 

(2127) 

5998  19  0 
(5710  0 2) 

MILES  PER  LOAD  AND  PETROL  CONSUMPTION 


Vehicle 

No.  of 
Loads 

R emoved 

Miles  Run. 

Petrol 

(Galls) 

Miles  per 
Gallon 

Miles  per 
Load. 

No.  2 

179 

942 

251 

3.75 

5.26 

(732) 

(3,911) 

_ (954) 

_ (4.1) 

(5.34) 

No.  3 

659 

4,301 

1,036 

4.15 

6.52 

(676) 

(4.941) 

(1,340) 

(3.68) 

(7.31) 

No.  4 

795 

5,222 

956 

5.46 

6.56 

(619) 

(4,008) 

(772) 

(5.19) 

(6.47) 

No.  5 

627 

3,237 

692 

4.67 

51.6 
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Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  and  the  salvage  of 
waste  materials  has  continued  as  a combined  system  with  a 
once  weekly  collection.  Complaints  regarding  non-collection 
have  been  extremely  few  which  I think  indicates  that  the 
service  is  reasonably  sufficient. 

The  addition  of  another  new  vehicle  to  replace  an  out- 
worn machine  with  extremely  dilapidated  covers  and  body- 
work causing  refuse  to  be  spilled  on  the  streets  and  foot- 
paths, has  improved  collection.  The  collection  of  kitchen  waste 
is  carried  out  by  means  of  a contractor  who  collects  from 
the  main  sources  daily. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  on  the  Sandy  Lane  tip  which 
is  situated  on  the  west  boundary  of  the  area  and  well  away 
from  dwellinghouses.  Swampy,  low-lying  ground  is  being  re- 
claimed and  two  allotments  are  established  on  part  of  the 
land  already  completed.  During  the  year  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  lead  soil  for  cover  purposes  and  expense  was  also 
incurred  in  extinguishing  a fire  started  by  trespassers.  The 
payment  for  the  leading  of  soil  is  rather  unusual  as  in  past 
years  it  has  always  been  possible  to  obtain  this  material 
free,  as  building  contractors  were  only  too  glad  to  have 
available  a suitable  disposal  site  within  reasonable  distance 
of  building  operations. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Night  Soil. 

Considerable  trouble  occurred  with  the  cleansing  of  privy 
middens  at  Wolviston  and  after  considerable  difficulty,  the 
work  was  let  to  a person  with  a small  motor  lorry  since  when 
these  conveniences  have  been  emptied  fairly  regularly.  The 
conditions,  however,  are  far  from  satisfactory  and  during  the 
year  I prepared  a special  report  for  submission  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  with  a view  to  obtaining  sanction  for  the  conversion 
of  these  conveniences  to  the  water  carriage  system. 
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Number  and  Type  of  Receptacles. 


Dust  Bins 
Privies  ... 
Ashpits 


5846 

153 

16 


Cost 


Details  of  income  and  expenditure  are  given  in  Appendix 
I with  the  previous  year’s  figures  in  brackets  for  comparison. 
There  is  a slight  increase  in  expenditure  due  mostly  to  the 
cost  of  leading  soil,  hire  of  bulldozer,  and  the  emptying  of 
conveniences  for  “Squatters”  at  Saltholme  Camp. 

On  the  whole,  this  essential  service  is  run  on  economical 
lines  at  a cost  of  approximately  5fd.  per  house  per  week. 


APPENDIX  I— HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE 
Table  showing  Costs  for  Year  ended  31st  March,  1948 
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SALVAGE  OF  WASTE  MATERIALS 
For  the  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1948 
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